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Schleicher published this statement in Vorwarts: "The belief
that the intervention of the army in home politics must be
carefully avoided has quite specially characterized the attitude
of the leaders of the army in recent months. ... I share their
conviction that the support of bayonets is not a sufficient
foundation for a Government. A Government in which the
popular confidence is steadily diminishing, a Government
whose parliamentary basis does not correspond to the actual
state of popular opinion, would gain nothing from army
support. A Government can continue usefully in office only
if it does not turn against the currents of opinion among the
mass of the people, but is able to provide itself with a broad
basis of confidence in the vital and productive elements of the
people.*' This was a clear declaration that the Reichswehr had
no intention either of taking political action itself or of tolerating
coups of the type of the Kapp putsch or attempts of any sort at
setting up a military dictatorship. The army had no intention
of ruling against the will of the people.
This involved the necessity of discovering a political in-
strument that would permit the army, without coming into the
open, to control developments according to its own views by
influencing public opinion. A suitable coalition of political
forces could provide this instrument. The forming of opinion
could take place under the laborious, slow, but honest method
used in the countries with long experience of democracy. But
the political machinery of a dictatorship could also serve, and
there were familiar examples at hand of the way its mass
propaganda could quickly whip up public feeling.
The immediate object was a struggle for liberation, the
leadership of which ought to have passed openly and publicly
into the hands of the army. But the very circumstance that this
struggle for liberation implied rearmament in disregard of
treaty obligations made it entirely impossible for the army to
come forward publicly. It must remain in the background in